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Humbly Offered 


For Repealing a Clanſe in the Att for 
Setling the Trade to Africa, by 
which Foreign Copper Bars may 
be Exported from England. 


FTER The Second reading of the Bill 
to ſettle the Trade to Afﬀrica, in the Houle 
of Commons, leave was given to Offer 
a Clauſe, for Exporting Foreign Coper-bars, 
which ſaid Clauſe was received and added 

to the ſaid Bill by the Committee to whom 

the ſaid Bill was Committed, and the reaſon tor ſo doing 
is inlerted in the ſaid Clauie (viz.) That by an AG of Par- 

* liament made inthe Fifth aud Sixth years of the Reign af bz 

* Preſent Majeſty, and the late Queen Mary, among 

" otoer things it s Enatted, that no other Copper than 

«& what is made of Engliſh Oar only, ſhould be Exported, 

*© wher:by the Irad: of England @ greatly prejudiced, 

«K becauſe Foreign:rs are enabled ro Export Copper much 

& cheaper than it car, be carried from England. 
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If this Reaſon had been in fa& true, ir muſt be 
acknowledged, the Clauſe had been highly neceſſary, 


but the Houſe of Commons was not rightly informed of 
this Matter. 


For the A&t which reſtrains the Exportation of 
Copper, to that which is made of Eng!:h Oar only, when 
ic came up to the Houſe of Lords, was an abſo'ute 
Repeal of ſeveral Staru:es therein mentioned, forbid- 
ing the Exportation of any Copper, Braſs, and other 
Metals out of this Kingdom ; bur upon a full hearing 
tor and againſt the Bill, their Lordihips thought fit to 
reſtrain it to the Exporting of Copper made of Erg!!ſh 
Oar only, which was done to encourage the makers of 
Copper here in Ergland ; tor it then plainly appeared, 
there was ſo much Copper made here, that there 
was aneceflicy for giving liberty to Export it into 
Foreign Parts ; and on the contrary, to continue the 


Prohibition of Exporting Foreign Copper, unleſs ic 
ſhould be firſt wrought here. 


And it is well known to all Buyers of Copper in 
England, that Copper made of Engliſh Oar only, is 
as cheap and as good as what 1s brought from Sweden, 
and that all forts of wrought Copper, and particularly 
the Bars now in queſtion, are made in as great per- 
te&tion, and as Cheap, as what can be Imported from 
Foreign parts ; ſo that there was no Occzfion for this 
Clauſe, but only to promote the Intereſt of ſome few 
Perſons, who were and ſtill are Members of the African 
Company, and whole Particular Trade it is to import Cop- 
per Bars from Sweden, and fell them to the ſaid Company ; 
tor the 4fricas Company in General , had no need ofany 
ſuch Clauſe, it being all one to them what bars they 


buy, whecher Swediſh or Engliſh, fo the one be as 
good and ascheap as the other. 


If theſe things be fo, and that there is fo much Cop- 
per niade in Englend, as is not only ſufficient for our 
Home Conſumption, but alſo what is required for our 


Foreign 
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Porcign Trade, and that it be as good and as cheap as 
what comes from Foreign Parts; (all which is infa& true) 
Ic will neceſſarily follow, chat this Qlauſe mult be a very 
great Prejudice and hindrance to the making and Munu- 
factuiing of Copper herein this Kingdom, and may ar 
laſt fo diſcourage the Makers and ManufaQture, that 
we thall be in great danger of loleing both; ane then 
many thoulands of Poo laborious People employed inthe 
Mines, in the Copper works, and in the Coppzr- Mills, 
muſt loſe their Livelihoods, and be forcd to the 
Pariſh tor Maintenance; and then we muſt ſend our 
ready Monev again to Sweden to buy Copper (altho the 
Balance of our Lrade thither be already greatly in the 
Disfasour of England) all which ſufficiently proves the 
Neceflity of Recpealing the ſaid Clauſe, 


But ic muſt bz farther noted, That when thoſe Gen- 
tlemen ot the Aﬀrican Company who attended the 
paſli1g the faid Act, came to underſtand that there were 
ſome Perſons thac intended to Petition apainſt the 
ſaid Clauſe, the faid Gentlemen fearing ſo juſt a Com: 
plaint (as would lye againſt the Clauſe) might en- 
tanger the paſſing the Bill, they to prevent the ſame, 
Voluntarity and of their own Accord, promiſed the 
{4id Perſons (when they came up to the Houſe to preſent 
their Petition,) thatin caſe they would forbear prelent- 
ing of it, The Clauſe ſhould be withdrawn before the Bill 
thould paſs the Houſe of Lords; accordingly the faid 
Perſons readily took the faid Gentlemens Words, and 
agreed; not to deliver their Petition ; But notwitch ſtand- 
ing this their Promiſe, there was not the leaſt care taken 
to withdraw the faid Clauſe, and at laſt theſe Gentlemen 
ſuffered it to paſs with the Bill, in breach of their own 
word and engagement, 


This unfair dealing, and their Offering the Claule fo 
Jace, (as after thz Second Reading of the Bill) are good 
indications to believe, the Promoters of this Clauſe 
were Conſcious to themſelves, that they fought on the 
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Publick goog in conjunfion with their private Intereſt, 
but the latter, in oppoſition, and to the Prejudice of the 
former, as 1s plain they did, ſince 'tis evident the Clauſe 
contradicts the true Intereſt of the Nation, and the Com: 
mon Practice of all Countrys, which is to give thegreateſt 
encouragement to the Manufacturing of all uſeful Com. 
modities at home, thereby to prevent the lending their 
Monies abroad to buy them. 
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